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Message from Komatsu Southern
Africa’s Managing Director
This year marks a significant milestone in
Komatsu’s history in the Southern African
market. It was half a century ago that the first
machine was brought into the region by an
enterprising family and I am proud to say that
the Komatsu brand has grown in stature over
the years, building a reputation of quality and
reliability, and competing with the giants in
earthmoving equipment in South Africa.

It is an exciting time for us as we
consider the route for the next phase
of our journey. We made a strategic
decision in 2004 to establish Africa
operations that will focus on growing
the Komatsu footprint beyond the
borders of South Africa and we are
beginning to see the fruits of that
decision.
You will read in this issue about
the challenging task of moving the
bowls of the large 960E dump trucks
by road to Namibia. This is part of a
ground-breaking multi-million Rand
deal that was signed last year with
Swakop Uranium and will see the
supply of a substantial Komatsu fleet
to the Husab mine over the next two
to three years. We are extremely
proud that Swakop Uranium has
chosen Komatsu as a partner in what
will be one of the world’s largest
uranium projects.
We are hopeful that projects outside
of South Africa are going to make
a growing contribution to the

company’s bottom line in the years
to come.
It goes without saying, of course,
that we remain committed to the
growth of Komatsu in South Africa,
which is evidenced by a number of
key developments this year.
I have previously shared with you
the significant investment that the
company has made in establishing
a state-of-the-art Parts Distribution
Centre (PDC) and you can read in this
issue about the progress we have
made to ensure that we have the
capacity to deliver world class aftersales service to our clients.
Notably, our staff complement has
grown by about 200 people over
the last year, a sure sign that we are
preparing for growth in the business
and we want to be able to continue
to provide the same high levels of
service that our customers have
come to expect of Komatsu Southern
Africa.

Mike Blom

Lastly, I want to acknowledge and
congratulate a number of shining
stars in the Komatsu family. Johann
Marais and his team at Kolomela
mine have won an award from
Kumba Iron Ore for their innovative
solution to a potentially disastrous
problem.
Closer to home, two KSAf employees
have received Construction Equipment Marketing Division Presidential
Awards from Komatsu Ltd in
Japan. Mr Frikkie Booyens was
acknowledged for his role in securing
the deal with Swakop Uranium and
Mr Moipolai Motsamai (Mots) for his
dedicated service and support to
Moolmans Mining in Botswana.

Regards
Mike
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Fifty years since the first Komatsu machine
was sold into the South African market, the
brand has become synonymous with quality
and productivity on building sites and mines
across the sub-continent.

Illings demonstrated the capabilities
of the machines at the annual Rand
Easter Show, peaking a fair amount
of interest from potential customers
around the country. In quick order
(following the sale of the first
machine) the rest of the consignment
was sold and orders were placed for
more. Positive reports soon began to
circulate on the Komatsu machines
which led to the then Transvaal
Provincial Administration buying more
machines for road construction.

Growing up
tough

During the pioneering entry of Japanese heavy equipment into the country
in the early 1960s, Komatsu machines struck a chord with local operators and
so the brand began to grow in stature. Half a century later, the reputation of
durability and performance in the field is still relevant and Komatsu continues to
win over the next generation of plant machine operators.

How it started
During the late 1950s and early 60s Japanese automobiles and motorbikes were
being shipped to South Africa. Their reasonable pricing and quality comparable
to established brands was rapidly finding favour with a local market and several
insightful companies (and individuals) began visiting the country to find more
products that could compete favourably back home.
One such company was family-owned Illings (Pty) Ltd, based in Pinetown,
KwaZulu-Natal, which concluded an agreement to bring a limited selection
of Komatsu machines to the country. The plan was initially to market them to
mainly the farming and construction industries. Shortly after the conclusion of
the agreement, the first viable record of a sale reveals that the company sold
a Komatsu D50 dozer shovel loader to the South African Government on 29
October 1963, and so began a long history of service to the country’s public
sector.
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Soon, the agriculture, forestry and
construction industries raised a
chorus for the expansion of the
range of Komatsu equipment. Illings’
investment in the franchise was paying
dividends, as was its investment in
other Japanese franchises such as
Mazda and Datsun. As a result, the
enterprising company caught the
attention of multinational mining
and industrial giant, Anglo American,
which bought out the company in
1967.
By 1970 sales in the sub-region had
raised a flag at the Komatsu headoffice in Japan which then took a
strategic decision to set up a liaison
office in South Africa to deal with local
issues and to ensure enough attention
was being paid to localising the range
of equipment. It also underpinned the
commitment of Komatsu Ltd to invest
in building the local market.
The 70s saw a further consolidation
and acceptance of the brand as a
leader in the market. In 1974 the
company became known as Dresser

and just two years later was renamed
as Sigma Power Corporation (a division
of Sigma Motor Corporation). By now
the range had expanded to include
early dump trucks and W-series wheel
loaders. In 1981 the equipment
division was renamed KSA Equipment
(Pty) Ltd and marked the beginning of
exclusivity with Komatsu equipment.
The first PC 200 excavators, ADTs and
the legendary GD623 were added to
the range of equipment over the next
decade.

Spreading
wings
By the 1990s Komatsu International
was growing and procured a number
of manufacturers of equipment to
complete its “basket” of products.
Most significantly these included
Haulpak, manufacturers of dump
trucks, and Dresser dozers. At the same
time in South Africa, the company
again changed names to Komdresco
reflecting the new Komatsu/Dresser
alliance. For the first time Komatsu
International
became
a
major
shareholder in the company taking a
50% stake with Anglo American.
Major supply contracts, like those
to Sishen (Iscor) iron ore mine and
Grootegeluk coal mine were some
of the biggest of the time, and firmly
positioned the company as a market
leader in South Africa. In 1997 Komatsu
International took full ownership of
the company and formed Komatsu
Southern Africa.
More recently Komatsu Southern
Africa became responsible for the
entire Africa operation with branches
being established in Botswana in 2007
and Zambia in 2010. These business
units have since become important

An old Komatsu machine similar to the first D50 dozer shovel sold in South Africa

in servicing the growing business
prospects in neighbouring countries
and ensuring that the correct levels
of support are available to these
emerging markets.

Current position
Investments across borders have also
led to far-reaching benefits for the
company. The recent awarding of a
multi-million Rand tender to Komatsu
Southern Africa for the supply of
23 Komatsu E960 dump trucks and
supporting equipment to Husab
uranium mine in Namibia is a perfect
example of how the reputation of the
company and the quality equipment
that we sell has grown.

improve parts delivery dramatically,
and remanufacturing facilities will
soon give customers the ability to
extend service lives of their machines.
These are just some of the things that
Komatsu Southern Africa is doing to
build on the well-established history
that the company has in the subregion.

Here’s to another 50 years
of Komatsu in southern
Africa!

Looking towards the future, Komatsu
Southern Africa is determined to hold
on to its as a leading supplier in the
industry offering reliable high quality
products paired with exceptional
customised after sales service.
Investments in a state-of-the-art parts
distribution centre (PDC) promises to
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Three decades of Komatsu
Thirty
years
after
starting a business with
a single Komatsu dozer,
family-run Joubert en
Seuns has become one
of the most successful
earthworks and plant
hire companies in the
Lowveld region.
Based in the lush Schoemanskloof area outside Nelspruit in
Mpumalanga, the company is
involved in large-scale earthworks
throughout the region, as well as in
neighbouring Mozambique and
Swaziland. A complimentary fleet
of hire machines supplements its
offering and ensures customers in
the vast rural areas surrounding
the growing Lowveld towns have
access to modern, high quality
machines.
In the hot, harsh environment
of the Lowveld the company
relies on hard-working Komatsu
machines for all heavy-duty work,
especially excavator and dozer
applications. Its all-Komatsu dozer
fleet still upholds the company’s
reputation for reliability and
productivity in tough conditions,
while its Komatsu excavators
outperform others on modern
construction sites.

Hard workers
Since the early days, father, late Francois
Joubert, and sons, Kobus and Francois
Junior, have maintained strict handson management of the operation,
relying on the best machines, quality
service and highly-trained operators
to work on customers’ sites. Today, the
same careful management along with
close on-site supervision still gives the
company the edge when bidding for
projects.
Kobus oversees the day-to-day
running of the operation. He is
uncompromising on the quality of
machines in his fleet and expects the
utmost productivity and reliability
of each piece of equipment. “In our
kind of business Komatsu machines
are simply unbeatable. We have
standardised most of our fleet on
Komatsu except where the company
does not offer fit-for-purpose types of
equipment.”
“In our experience no other
machine can give the kind of return
on investment that the Komatsu
equipment can. During our long
history with Komatsu we have hardly
ever experienced problems with our
machines. In fact, the only issues we
ever had were normal operational
problems (never major failures), which
says a lot about their quality. That is
the major reason why we continue
to upgrade our fleet with the latest
machines from Komatsu,” says Kobus.

Historically
well-suited
Originally bought to clear bush
from the family’s large citrus farm,
the first Komatsu D85-12 dozer
proved so reliable and effective that
neighbouring farmers soon began
queuing to use the machine. This
gave rise to the establishment of a
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hire company to provide the local
community with reliable dozers for
bush clearing, road construction and
general earthworks.
In order to keep up with demand the
fleet was soon expanded to include
Komatsu D65, D85, D115 and the
specialised D41 dozers. Not long
thereafter Joubert en Seuns looked
to extend their services to the entire
Lowveld region as well as neighbouring
countries. The dozers carved a niche in
bush clearing operations and led to
the company becoming the largest
bush clearing company of its type in
southern Africa.
“One of the biggest jobs we undertook
was the successful clearing of
17 000ha of lush Mozambique thicket
for a sugarcane farming company.
Our Komatsu machines were perfectly
suited for this kind of hard work, far
from the nearest town and where
power and reliability are of the utmost
importance,” Kobus explains.
Apart from the dozers, the company
diversified its fleet to include
construction related equipment. The
addition of Komatsu PC 200 and PC
300 excavators, dump trucks, loaders
and a variety of other supplementary
machines also enabled the company
to become one of the most
important role-players in the region’s
construction industry.
The
diversification
stood
the
company in good stead in recent
years when rising overhead costs and
comparatively low prices for crops put
the family’s massive farming operation
under pressure. “Thankfully we were
involved in a number of large-scale
construction projects at the time and
the business (that was started as a
sideline to our farming operation) was
actually able to see us through some
really tough farming times,” shares
Kobus.

Service and support
With the growing importance of
the plant and construction business
within the family-owned operation,
ensuring the highest possible return
on investment was important. Apart
from the inherent reliability of the
machines the company also depends
on a close working relationship with
Komatsu’s local sales and service
representative,
Riaan
Lauwrens.
According to Kobus, Riaan is always
available to assist in keeping the
Komatsu machines productive, even
despite the challenges of getting
spares to the rural regions where he
operates.

Joubert en Seuns undertakes its
own maintenance and servicing of
machines on-site with a professionally
run and well equipped workshop able
to undertake all work on the company’s
growing fleet of 65 machines. Hannes
Spies, the workshop manager, praises
the quality of their Komatsu machines:
“Our Komatsus are superb, we can
operate them far from service and
support centres with confidence,
because these machines never break
anyway.”

“Power and
reliability are
of utmost
importance”

Ultrasize Komatsu dump
bodies on epic journey
One of the largest freights others saw problems, Komatsu saw
solutions. We are proud that no matter
ever carried by road in how big the challenge, Komatsu was
southern Africa has made able to find the right solutions for our Project freight
says Gerhard Kloppers of
its way from Johannesburg customers,”
Komatsu.
Moving the dump bodies required
to the heart of Namibia
massive coordination of all parties
where two giant trucks will
involved, from Komatsu and the body
manufacturers, to the transporters and
Locally
built
be assembled to work on the
traffic authorities. Every leg of the
country’s largest uranium Gerhard explains that a total of 23 road
journey had to be carefully measured
mine.
Komatsu 960E trucks will be delivered and investigated before the 50-ton
Komatsu has begun delivering the
first of 23 large mine dump trucks to
the Husab uranium mine in Namibia
with the first two dump bodies having
undertaken an epic road journey from
Johannesburg to the far flung mine
over two thousand kilometres away.
Planning for the trip was undertaken
by a joint team of specialists from
Komatsu and transporters Transcor,
who had to move the dump bodies
safely over difficult terrain and across
borders to the destination. Due to the
sheer size the team surprised many
who did not believe it possible to
move the 14.6m long by 10.7m wide
by 5.4m high freight by road. “For the
staff at Komatsu it proved that where

to Swakop Uranium’s Husab operation,
where they will become the primary
movers of waste and ore on its new
mine. The impressive dump bodies
were manufactured entirely in South
Africa by Efficient Engineering and
their delivery on site marked the
beginning of the assembly phase.
Simultaneously the chassis was
manufactured in the USA before being
shipped to Walvis Bay for final delivery
to the mine about 100km away. The
phased deliveries will coincide with
the ramping up of the new mine to
reach full capacity by the end of 2014.

freight could be granted permission to
travel.

Even then strict conditions applied
and the vehicles needed to be
accompanied by at least two escorts
from Transcor, as well as two road
traffic authorities from South Africa
at all times. Once across the border
the Namibian authorities had similar
arrangement in place.
“Everything needed to be planned from distance that could be covered
during daylight hours - to power line
heights and bridge weight carrying
capacities. Most importantly, with
one of the widest consignments ever
carried by road in the region, hazards
at the verges of the route needed to be
identified and catered for.
“In the end all our planning paid off
and the assembly project is underway.
We are now looking forward to working
on site over the next few months as
the machines will be assembled and
brought into operation,” Gerhard
concludes.

Komatsu team awarded
for innovation
The operator of a Komatsu PC3000
excavator at Kumba Iron Ore’s Kolomela
mine inadvertently undercut a muck
pile in the Leeuwfontein pit, causing it
to collapse on the excavator, seriously
damaging the machine’s engine,
hydraulic tanks and body. As the
PC3000 was too heavy to tow out of the
pit, the only obvious solutions were to
repair it where it stood, which would
take around three months, or remove it
from the pit by stripping it down to its
parts and moving them individually by
crane and low-bed truck, which would
take around three weeks. Both options
would prevent continued blasting
and waste removal from the pit and
seriously impact production.
The threat of an extended production
stoppage brought the on-site Komatsu
maintenance
team
together
to
brainstorm a solution which resulted
in an innovative idea to disconnect the
excavator’s hydraulic systems - except
for those that operated the machine’s
tracks - and have an operating PC3000
guide it out of the pit.
With the help of German engineers,
the team developed a valve bank to
connect the track hydraulics with
extended hoses to the working PC3000
which was used to ‘jump’ the damaged
machine’s track hydraulics, and then it
was safely trammed out of the pit with
the controls of the working PC3000
guiding it.

An important consideration in the
removal of the damaged excavator
was, of course, the safety of all those
involved. With only one operator
to manoeuvre both the excavators,
visibility was limited and it was critical
to ensure that the area was kept clear
of people and equipment. Spotters
were strategically placed to guide the
tramming process but only one person
was appointed to signal to the operator
to avoid any confusion.
As opposed to taking a minimum
of three weeks to clear the pit so
that production could resume, this
innovative solution took two days from
the development of the valve bank and
hydraulic hoses to the actual tramming,
avoiding expensive downtime for the
mine.
Komatsu’s depot manager at Kolomela
mine, Johann Marais, says: “There have
been a number of incidents where
blasting and production have been
delayed because these large excavators
are down for long periods. Now that
we’ve proven this tramming technique
works, and can be applied to most
hydraulic excavators, we know that we
can safely remove damaged or broken
down excavators from the pit with
limited impact on production.”
The innovative thinking of the Kolomela
Komatsu team did not go unnoticed by
the mine or Anglo American’s Kumba

Iron Ore management. The team took
home the Silver Award for Innovation in
Kumba’s annual Laurel Awards which are
intended to recognise individuals and
teams for outstanding achievements
that go above and beyond their
day-to-day duties and also take into
consideration the business value
achieved through their innovation.
Not only did the solution developed
by the Komatsu team prevent at
least three weeks of lost production
at Leeuwfontein pit but it has also
enhanced the mine’s - and the
company’s – competitive advantage.
“The discovery that a PC3000, and
therefore most large-scale excavators,
can be trammed out of a pit safely and
quickly is a significant advance in our
technical and operational skills and
will, no doubt, result in future savings
globally for Anglo American,” said
Anesan Naidoo, Manager Engineering,
Anglo American.
“This is a perfect example of our
commitment to brand management
– understanding the needs of
our customers and providing an
innovative solution to assist the mine
in significantly reducing production
losses,” says Komatsu managing director,
Mike Blom. “I am extremely proud of the
achievement of this Komatsu team who
have applied themselves in all ways to
find a technical solution for a difficult
problem.”
The Komatsu team was awarded
R25 000, which Kolomela donated to
JM Sekuti Pre-Primary School, a charity
chosen through a lucky draw. The
Komatsu Kolomela team have also been
nominated for Anglo American’s global
Applaud Awards to be held in England
later this year.

Team Members

Johann Marais - Manager
Johann Schreck - Foreman
Gerhard Germishuys – Product Support
Ian van Breda - Millwright
Vincent Molete – Diesel Mechanic
Cecil Davids – Diesel Mechanic
Leon Muller – Diesel Mechanic
Patrick Daverin – Auto Electrician
Elton Williams - Boilermaker
Ingo Tognell – Komatsu Germany
Juandre Britz - Assistant
Joseph Mocheku - Assistant
Johann Marais receives the Laurel award
from Kumba Iron Ore CEO, Norman Mbazima
On Track - August 2013
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Komatsu is a global leader in the supply of plant equipment
to the mining and construction industries around the world.
Locally, the machines are competitive in high-productivity loadand-haul applications because of their unstoppable work rate
and reliability.
Indeed, Komatsu’s machines have an
outstanding reputation across the
continent which is one of the reasons
why the company was recently
awarded a substantial equipment
contract to supply a range of machines
to Husab uranium mine in Namibia.
The multi-million Rand contract is
being supplied in stages over the
next three years and will position the
mine as the third largest producer of
uranium in the world and the largest
in the country.

Projects of this size and scope are
not new for Komatsu though. Having
supplied most major mining houses
with equipment over many decades
the company currently maintains
massive fleets for mines on the subcontinent. Considering the scale of its
client base and size of the territories
covered, the company understandably
relies on slick after-sales services
to ensure that parts are available
wherever they are needed.
Komatsu’s new, high-tech parts
distribution centre (PDC) spans the
size of several rugby fields and houses
more than 40 000 parts that range
in size from tiny washers to heavy
ground engaging tools and 7-ton
wheel motors.

Getting it
right
PDC general manager, Joe Ferreira
says: “The challenge of running an
operation of this scale is being able
to forecast what parts are required
in a particular area - even before the
order is placed with our customers. In
that way we are able to prepare stock
holdings that are appropriate for each
branch and make sure they have the
right stock on hand when it is required.
“By moving to a centralised PDC we
are better able to keep track of stock
movements and manage customers’
requirements from one location. This
enables us to control stock holding at
branch level and to place fast moving
items (such as filters and wear parts)
in stock wherever they are required.
From this centralised location we can
expedite urgent deliveries if required,
without relying on other parties who
may unintentionally slow down the
process.”

Every part – big or small –
required to service the
company’s machines
on site are kept at the
centralised state-of-the-art
new warehouse

Joe continues that the official opening
of the PDC in March this year was
the culmination of a comprehensive
improvement project aimed at
bringing parts distribution in the
sub-region to the same international
standards as other Komatsu operations
like Japan and the USA. It follows
the adoption earlier of an effective
warehouse management system and
full integration into the company’s SAP
enterprise resource planning systems.

World-wide
view
The move to SAP also means that for
the first time the local set-up will be
able to interface with other Komatsu
systems and integrate Southern
Africa’s forecast requirement into
the system. The rest of the PDC and
warehouse management systems were
also designed according to global best
practices by a team of Japanese and
local experts who worked with local
warehouse and distribution staff to
find the right designs to suit local
conditions.
“It seems far removed from a hot dusty
mine that we would play such a critical
role in keeping our machines running
productively. But it is entirely in our

hands to make sure that mechanics and
technicians working on our machines
have the right parts to complete their
work professionally and quickly.
“You can imagine that shipping a 5m
diameter slew bearing for a Komatsu
PC 8000 shovel or a wheel motor for a
giant Komatsu 960E dump truck is not
an easy task. However, our customers
rely on us to get it to them whenever
they need it.
“We aim to be able to provide fast
moving stock off the shelf at the local
branch or depot and other parts within
48 hours of orders being placed. In
instances where a machine is down
we will be able to get the required
stock from anywhere around the
country, or globally if necessary, in the
shortest possible time to ensure that
the machine is back up and running as
quickly as possible,” Joe concludes.
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Plant hire . . . Quality Machines
Komatsu equipment has
formed an integral part of
Aqua Transport and Plant
Hire’s business since the
company was established
more than a quarter of a
century ago.
With over 2,500 machines in its fleet,
Komatsu plays an important role in the
company’s ability to offer customers
high quality, productive equipment
at competitive rates. Through its
meticulous servicing and maintenance
Komatsu has built a strong reputation
of high quality service delivery
Its Komatsu contingent of machines
enables reliable service to Aqua’s
clients. This has resulted in a higher
return on investment on each machine,
contributing to increased profitability
of the business and, in some instances,
allowing for keener overall pricing on
contracts. Operations manager Tiny
Naidoo says, “Komatsu machines are in
a league of their own.”

Big business
Aqua Transport is one of the country’s
largest plant hire companies. Their
interests lie in construction, transport,
road building and waste management.
The head office is in Durban with
strategic satellite offices situated
at all major centres, or wherever a
requirement exists for its services.

Operations manager, Tiny Naidoo, says careful maintenance is one the keys to
Aqua Transport’s success

Varied contracts
The operations of the company require a high level of versatility, both in people
and machines, and since the diversification of the plant hire business several
years ago, the company has expanded significantly. The construction business
has grown to become a Level 8 contractor on the Construction Industry
Development Board registry.
Aqua’s success can be measured by the number of successful projects undertaken
recently. Some of the most noteworthy of these include thousands of kilometres
of roads being constructed (including active participation in the Gauteng
freeway improvement project), laying of Transnet’s multi-purpose pipeline from
Durban to Gauteng, as well as key projects in the massive Medupi and Kusile
power station projects.
When considering the purchase of new equipment, Aqua Transport invests
in machines that are specifically suited for their varied applications, overall
reliability of equipment, after-sales support and competitive pricing and
Komatsu has set the standards with innovative and reliable equipment and
uncompromised customer service.

Since establishing the business in
1986, brother’s Kevin and Donovan
Naicker led the company on a growth
path which has seen them become a
major force in the overall construction
and transport industries nationwide.
It currently operates a fleet of large
and diverse equipment, and is staffed
by nearly 3,000 people including
engineers, maintenance technicians,
project managers, technical specialists
and operators.
Workshop manager, Regan Naidoo
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Southern Africa’s award
winners
Two Komatsu Southern Africa employees were recently acknowledged
in Komatsu Limited’s 2013 Construction Equipment Marketing Division
Presidential Awards.
Frikkie Booyens, KSAf’s mining
business manager, received an award
for the key role he played in securing a
contract for the supply of 23 Komatsu
960E dump trucks and 29 support
machines to the new Husab uranium
mine in Namibia.
“Although mining equipment sales is
a team effort, Frikkie has worked on
this deal relentlessly for the last two
years,” said Mike Blom, MD of Komatsu
Southern Africa. Mike goes on to
explain that Frikkie was up against
tough competition to win this contract
and yet he persisted: even when things

Mike Blom with Moipolai Motsamai (Mots)

were difficult, he kept the Komatsu
team focused on the task. This is one
of the largest deals ever signed by
Komatsu Southern Africa.

a focused approach on improving the
service we are able to provide, which
has resulted in repeat orders from this
key customer.

The second award – Employee with
Merit - was received by Moipolai
Motsamai (Mots), the depot manager
at Phoenix copper mine in Botswana
which is mined by Moolmans Mining.

“Mots’ steady progression within
Komatsu Botswana has come about
as a result of his application, diligence
and commitment to providing the
best support to our end user,” said
Mike Blom. “He is also technically very
competent and his opinion is both
sought after and respected by his
peers and our clients.”

The Phoenix site has had a number of
considerable technical challenges over
the last ten years and Mots has worked
tirelessly to demonstrate that the
Komatsu product is the best through

Frikkie Booyens with Mike Blom
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Komatsu
thrives on
hard labour
Successful aggregate and sand
miners depend on efficient and
reliable machinery to bring their
comparatively low cost commodities
to the market profitably.
Among the more successful operators in the Gauteng
region is Klipfontein Sands, which has operated in the
Chloorkop area of Kempton Park for over 20 years.
During this time the company has been successful in
using its own unique formula to break, excavate, process
and distribute a variety of sand and aggregate products
to customers throughout the region.
Klipfontein has carefully selected the machinery
required to work within its harsh, rocky environment
while delivering cost effective returns per ton moved.
Not surprisingly the mine has specified Komatsu
machines for all critical operations, including both
excavations and loading work.

King of the quarry
According to Klipfontein Sands transport manager
Harry Christou, the mine standardised on Komatsu
excavators many years ago due to the efficiency and the
reliability of the machines. Having tried a variety of other
excavator brands since the quarry became operational
it was found that the Komatsu machines are unmatched
in terms of day-to-day production capability.
With a variety of different machines under his watchful
eye Harry is also an astute record keeper with full
operational accounts of every piece of equipment
on the mine. These historical records also inform the
company’s decision to renew equipment in its fleet with
the latest, most suitable replacement machine from
Komatsu.

Klipfontein Sands transport manager,
Harry Christou

Christou comments, “In order to be profitable we have
to work to very tight production schedules with only
the best equipment. From the pit where the PC300
excavators begin the process, to the final loading with
WA430 loaders, we are able to extract the maximum
efficiency with the use of the right machines for the job.”

Klipfontein Sands’ hard-working WA430 wheel loaders

One of the mine’s trustworthy PC300
excavators in action

He explains that in future the mine
will have the ability to even more
closely monitor performance of all the
new PC300-8 excavators, as well as
the WA430-6 wheel loaders. The new
equipment is fitted with Komatsu’s
unique Komtrax onboard management
system that will enable them to
monitor operational activity of each
machine, including fuel consumption
and the overall efficiency of both
the machine and the operator. It will
also allow the company to schedule
downtime for planned maintenance of
the machines so that production loss is
kept to a minimum.

Tortuous conditions
Klipfontein Sands general manager,
Bennie Botha, states that the type of
machines employed in the quarry also
need to be versatile, with the ability
to work in fine sand environments
one moment and later move to backbreaking rock or shale excavations.
“Our quarry is a hot, rocky and rough
environment. It produces everything
from building and crusher sand, to
fine, medium and large diameter
aggregates, as well as filling materials
and rock for drainage and other
projects,” he says.
“In our operation the Komatsu PC300
series machines are ideal. At 31 tons
with a 194Kw engine they are strong
and heavy enough to undertake
high-production workloads, but with
an overall length of 11m and a track
length of just 3.7 metres they are
agile enough to get around the quarry
easily. The advanced hydraulics also
allow for fast swing and operational
speeds without sacrificing power.”
He adds that the WA430 wheel loaders
are equally well suited in the processing
yard. After crushing and sizing, the
final product is ready for loading and

final delivery. In this environment
the WA430 loaders provide the right
combination of power and size in a fast
and manoeuvrable package to ensure
that tipper and bulk carrying trucks
are loaded quickly and efficiently for
delivery to customers.

About the company
Klipfontein Sands is a quarry supplying
bulk sand and aggregates to the
building and construction industry.
Since its establishment the company
has expanded its operation relying
on astute hands-on management and
careful selection of capital equipment.
Equally important in the success of
the operation is service and back-up
from its suppliers in order to ensure
minimal disruption of production for
planned and unplanned maintenance.
“We can’t afford extended downtime
and as a result we select suppliers that
can provide us with the type of service
and support we need. Komatsu fulfils
our requirement for both quality of
equipment and after-sales support and
we look forward to an ongoing good
relationship between our companies
in future,” concludes Harry.
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WE’VE GOT YOU COVERED!

So that you can focus on the job at hand.
Not only does Komatsu manufacture and sell new equipment and machinery around the world, we also offer a wide range of
remanufactured components. Furthermore, our highly trained technicians are always at your service to get the job done timeously,
minimising downtime and reducing costs. Add to this our reliable after-sales maintenance programme and genuine parts, and it
goes without saying ... your Komatsu will go on performing at its best ... year after year.
Just further proof that buying a Komatsu will be your best business decision to date.

Komatsu Southern Africa (Pty) Ltd, cnr Diesel and Isando Roads, Isando.
Tel: 011 923 1000 | Fax: 011 923 1111
Customer Care Line: 0860 566 2878

www.komatsu.co.za

